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Dear Friend:

Greetings and grace in the name of our crucified and risen Lord Jesus Christ!

Our faith rests upon the fact that Christ is risen from the dead. St. Paul says in 1 Corinthians 15:14: “If
Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain, and your faith also is in vain.” We are an Easter
people and Alleluia is our song! Let this very special event be a source of strength for us when we have to
carry our daily crosses in life. Let it be a reminder to us that the cross is followed by the joy of the
resurrection.

In this issue, I share with you about my trip to India, especially my visit to our northern and western
missions in India. Living so far away from home and community is difficult at times. So, it was really nice to
connect with my family, friends and members of my order. I carry greetings from our Superior General Fr.
Tony Lopes. He sends his many thanks for your support of our missionary work. You are very much in his
prayers and the prayers of our members and seminarians. Fr. Peter Fernandes and I wish you a peaceful and
hopeful Easter. You will be remembered at our Easter Masses in a special way.

May the Risen Lord renew your hope and fill your Easter with life and joy.

Yours sincerely,

Fr. Agnelo Gomes, sfx
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My Visit to India

I have never been away from

home this long. Three years was

too long. So on January 18,

2004 I left for India via

Europe. I flew into Mumbai

(formerly known as Bombay).

Mumbai is a metropolitan city

with over 20 million people and

growing every second. After

spending a day with friends

there I flew to Goa. In contrast

to Mumbai, Goa is less

crowded, clean and a beautiful

resort state.

To the missions in the north:
After eight days in Goa, I
returned to Mumbai to take the
Rajdhani Express train for New
Delhi. I was accompanied by
my priest friend Fr. Agnelo
Rodrigues, who is presently
working in the western India
missions of Nagar Haveli.

From Delhi, the nation’s capital,
we took the train for the city of
Bathinda in the state of Punjab.
Punjab is a northern state
called the land of the Sikhs. It
is also called the California of
India because of its rich soil
and abundant produce of
wheat and basmati rice and
other grains and crops.

Our missionary priests have
been working in the two
northern states of Punjab and
Haryana for the last 35 years.
Though Christianity is mainly in
the south of India there exist a
sprinkling of Christians in the
north too. Here we have
parishes in the cities and
chapels in the remote villages.
We also run high standard
schools and provide medical
care and social service to
mainly poor people. We also
run hostels for poor boys and
girls. We provide them free
education, food, lodging,
medical care and clothing.

Here in the north, I spent most
of my time in a town called
Rampuraphul about 35 kilome-
ters from the city of Bathinda.
Before I came to the US, I
worked in Rampuraphul in a
school for three years. Now,
seven years later, it was very
exciting to be back. I was so
thrilled to see the children
grown big and smart, the
facilities expanded and the
school doing so well. The
school in this non-Christian
town, has over a thousand
students on its rolls.

We later returned to New Delhi
and the next day took the
Rajdhani Express train for the
mission of Nagar-Haveli to the
west about three hours from
Mumbai.
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Agnelo Rodrigues,

Steven Dias
- Fr. Agnelo Gomes, sfx

Below Trip itinerary

begins in Mumbai

(formerly Bombay).

Rajdhani Express

The children from

our missions in

Punjab are all

smiles with Fr.

Agnelo.

The administration

building of the Pilar

Fathers in Goa

Goa

Mumbai

New Dehli

BathindaRampuraphul

Nagar-Haveli

INDIA



“These landlords exploit the tenants’ poverty and ignorance for their own gain.”

Tribal people level arable land for

cultivation.

months they have to lead a
miserable hand-to-mouth
existence. The Konknnas and
Doddias however, show a
greater sense of responsibility
and are more industrious.

The religion of these people is
fuzzy and ambiguous with a
good dose of animism. Homage
to the deities is rendered more
from fear and the urge to
propitiate an angry power.
Superstitions abound in all
areas of their social life and
control their existence.

The last sixty-three years of our
order’s presence in the Region
has certainly brought about a
significant change in the social
and economic life of the
Adivasis. Right from the
inception, the Pilar fathers
never restricted themselves to
just proselytizing, though a
certain emphasis on it was
there. It did not take long for
them to realize that social
change for the better could
begin only by educating the
masses, especially the youth.

continued on Page 4
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To the missions in the west:
Nagar-Haveli was the first territory
to be entrusted to the Pilar Fathers
way back in 1940. Today there are
10 residential units and numerous
sub-centers. It has 30 priests and
two brothers working in the area.
Nagar-Haveli, with an area of 491
sq. kms is situated near the west
coast, sandwiched between the
States of Gujarat and Maharastra.
Its population of about 200,000
comprises of about 80% Adivasis
(tribals), of whom there are three
main groups: the Warlis, the
Konknnas and the Doddias.

The principal occupation of the
tribal people is agriculture. The
economy is rather poor as only
22,800 hectares of land are under
cultivation. The major crops are
rice, beans and sugar cane. While
some own small fields, a good
many live as landless laborers –
tenants of big landlords. These
landlords exploit the tenants’
poverty and ignorance for their
own gain.

The tribal people, especially the
Warlis are strongly conditioned
by a fatalistic mentality. In
times of abundant harvest, the
accruing windfall income is
squandered in feasting and
drinking. In the subsequent

Building.
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in our hostels in Nagar-Haveli

Fr. Agnelo
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man from the

Konknnas tribe.

The children of

Dudhni welcoming

Fr. Agnelo and Fr.

Feroz Fernandes,

sfx.
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The Pilar Fathers thus spear-
headed their encounter by
imparting education. In the first
twenty years or so, twenty-two
elementary and middle schools
besides some arts and crafts
schools were opened all over
the remote villages of the
Region. Today, we have over
3000 students studying in
these schools. We also run
eight free hostels catering to
about 1800 poor boys and girls.

In the last few years we have
opened cooperative societies
and ‘rice banks’ (which actually
provided grain in hard times).
We also started the Social
Service Adivasi Society (SSAS).
It is a registered civil society,
which facilitates the procure-
ment and management of funds
and co-ordinates the different
welfare activities of the Region.
The SSAS implements the
Food-for-work programs of the
Catholic Relief Services (CRS).
In the last ten years about 500
acres of arable land has been
leveled and a number of
‘bhunds(reservoirs)’, wells and
homes have been constructed
for the benefit of the poor.

Today the story is different. A
good number of them are
highly educated. Some have
even become priests, nuns,
members of Parliament,
doctors, teachers and various
other professions.

In the three days I spent there
Fr. Rodrigues was kind enough
to take me to all the mission
stations. I also got the opportu-
nity to attend Mass held in the
front porch of a hut in a remote
hilly village called Dudhni. At
Mass the children played the
‘Dhool(Indian Percussion)’ and
sang hymns in tribal folk
melodies. Fr. Neves DeSouza,
ordained the same year as I,
and Fr. Feroz Fernandes, a
young, energetic 29-year-old,
are shepherding this hilly
community.

Our priests here in the mission
of Nagar Haveli have given
themselves totally to the
emancipation and development
of these poor tribal people.
They believe that education is
the key to fighting poverty,
corruption, superstition and
injustice. I returned to Goa and
spent the remainder of my days
with my family, friends and
members of my order. My visit
to India was truly refreshing
and enriching.

ÒThey believe that education is
the key to fighting poverty,
corruption, superstition, and
injustice.Ó A tribal mother and child from a mission

in Nagar-Haveli.

Please assist our work
through prayer and
contributions to:

A tribal home made of straw and mud.


